
 

 Paper Reed Pencil Holder Can   

By Crafty Grandma Carol 

Materials: 
 4 inch by 4 inch squares from craft paper , magazines or catalogues 

 1 clean can:  La Choy Chow Mein Noodles or 12 oz. frozen juice concentrate can 

 6 each of 12 inch fuzzy sticks, chenille sticks or pipe cleaners 

 1 rubber band (skinny and large around) 

 Scissors 

 Tacky white glue 

 Pencil (preferably long and unsharpened) or a small dowel. 

 Glitter glue stick or decorations (optional) 

Instructions on Paper Reeds: 
1. Paper reeds are made with square or rectangle shapes. For this project we use 4”X 4” squares. 

2. Place paper with one point toward you like a diamond shape.  

3. Turn the square paper with the wrong side up (this side will not show) 

4. Place your pencil at the bottom diamond point.   Make sure pencil end is placed 1½ to 2 inches from the point of 

the paper. You want some of the pencil to be outside the paper at all times. 

5. Start rolling the bottom point of the paper over the pencil. 

6. Continue rolling until you almost reach to the top point of the diamond shaped paper. 

7. Apply Tacky glue to the inside end. 

8. Roll up and over the end and let it rest for a second or two to set the glue tightly. 

9. Pull out your pencil, leaving a hollow straw like reed. 

10. You’ve made your first paper reed. (Now go wild and make hundreds like I have.) 

11. You’ll need approximately 36 paper reeds for the noodle can and 26 Paper Reeds for the juice can.  

Instructions for Pencil Holder 
1. With your clean and dry can, discard the lid (On noodle can discard the paper outside lining; so the sliver inside 

cardboard is showing). 

2. Around the can, in the middle, place a large rubber band. 

3. Lay can on its side. 

4. Place a two inch square glue smear above and below the rubber band following the curve of the can.  

5. Take a paper reed. Place it under the rubber band and center it in the glue; so there is an equal amount of the 

paper reed beyond the top and bottom of the can. 

6. Make sure the paper reeds are laid down straight on the can. (No diagonal reeds) 

7. Anchor it in the glue. 



 

8. Continue to add paper reeds until glue area runs out.  

9. Roll the can to the next unglued area. 

10.  Repeat Steps 4-8 until all paper reeds are glued on the can. 

11. Keeping the rubber band on, trim off the protruding tips on the bottom and the top of the can. Keep the paper 

ends level with the can edges.  Tip: Do trimming while glue is semi-wet. Otherwise the scissor cutting will knock 

off the paper reeds. 

12. Remove rubber band when the paper reeds are glued and anchored to the can. If one detaches, just apply tacky 

glue to its side and put it back in place. 

13. Stand the can up on its bottom. 

Braided Trim on the Top or Gilding the Lilly                            

A. Cut the six fuzzy sticks into 1 to 1 ½ inch pieces. 

B. Carefully bend each stick piece into a “U” shape around a finger. (This is not an exact science. Don’t worry if 

some pieces look more like a “V”.)  

C. Take one “U” shaped piece and turn it upside down.  So it looks like this “ῃ”. 

D. Place one end of the “ῃ” in a hole of any trimmed paper reed on the top of the can. (Call this reed the #1 paper 

reed.) 

E. Place the other end of the “ῃ” in the top of the trimmed paper reed two away from first end of “ῃ”.  (Call this 

#3 paper reed.) 

F. Starting with the empty paper reed next to the starting reed, (Call this #2 paper reed).  Place one end of a 

different “ῃ” in the empty hole of the reed. 

G. Next, place the other end of the “ῃ” in the top of trimmed paper reed two away (Call this #4 paper reed.) 

H. Repeat steps D to G until the top is filled in with a fuzzy stick braided trim. 

I. Now is the time to add decorations, such as glitter glue and stickers. 

You have now completed the Paper Reed Pencil Holder. Place pencils, pens, markers, etc. in the holder.  

QED (Quite Easily Done!  English translation of something in Latin.) 

Camera Time.   Take pictures to celebrate your success.  

 


